MS   AX   INTRODUCTION  TO  CHILD  STUDY
lent reading material.11 The following account12 of the
farm and citv constructed by a second grade of the Lincoln
School was composed by the class and teacher together and
used as informal reading material:
We made 2. fars: and a city and took pictures of it when it was all
done. We wan led to shew how the fanner helps the city and how
the city heirs the farmer.
In the cicv we have a cotton factory and a woolen factory. They
make the rhrectd and the doth. We have a post office, a garage, a
fire department, a cold storage building, a market, a Lincoln school,
docks for the fern- boats, a bridge across the East River and a
tunnel under the Hudson, a Pennsylvania Railroad station, and
chalk marks for tracks, sidewalks, and streets.
in our farm we have pigs. In the barn is hay and we have
some horses and cows. We made the animals of clay. Miss Miller
showed us how to make some of the animals and we made the
others by ourselves.
We built houses for the farmers, a pig pen, and fences for the
fields. We put green paper for grass and some of the children
painted pictures for the meadows.
We painted some pictures blue for the waters and we have pictures
of ships sailing down the rivers.
Beginning reading material should be interesting so that
the child, like Oliver Twist, will want some more. The
material should be relatively simple so that the child will
read a great deal.
Procedure in a Progressive School. — At the Little Red
School House in New York City reading is introduced in
the seven-year-old group in a period of about six weeks,
during which time the reading material comes directly from
the children's work and play interests. In being connected
with their vital experiences, reading acquires meaning and
11A book of stories and verse dictated from time to time to a teacher by
the children in the Lincoln School of Teachers College after they had gone
on visits to a few fascinating places is a new and interesting type of supple-
mentary reading material—material written by the children for the children:
Florence E, Matthews and Rebecca J. Coffin, City Stones. New York: Mac-
millan Company, 1928. See also Laura Zirbes, My Farm Book. New York:
Lincoln School of Teachers College.
12 Charles W. Finley and James S. Tippett, Field Work, pp. 23, 24. New
York: Lincoln School of Teachers College, 1925. Quoted by permission of
the publisher.

